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Presidentõs Message 

The Multi-Cultural Festival, held on 

Sunday, June 13, was an opportunity to 

share our Italian heritage and culture 

along with the German Liederkranz 

Organization and the Lancaster Irish 

Cultural Society. It showed a growing 

appreciation of our legacy for our 

children and their children. 

 

We will never save our heritage by 

words alone. We are the ñchosen onesò 

because we are members. We ask for 

your support in so many ways. Do you 

realize how important you are?  If we 

keep alive our Italian heritage, it will 

be because of people like all of you. 

 

Our appreciation to those who 

responded when asked to volunteer to 

serve, to bake for our bake sales, to 

attend our general meetings and events. 

When we work together, the Lancaster 

Italian Cultural Society continues to 

grow!    

 

THANK YOU TO ALL!  
 

Respectfully, 

Jennie E. DiCola 
 

xy xy xy xy xy 
 

Member Spotlight : 

Maria Galanti       By:  James J . Lombardo   

Most of us know what it's like growing 

up Italian.  Very few, however, know 

what it's like growing up Italian in 

Fascist Italy during the 1930's.  

Imagine witnessing history first hand 

from the Fascist point of view.  The 

"March on Rome", the diminishing 

of the King's authority in favor of a 

dictatorship, the endless speeches by 

Mussolini and his henchmen and finally 

the entry into a partnership with the 

ultimate dictator, Adolf Hitler and the 

plunging into war with the United States 

and England. These and many other 

experiences were the early life of Maria 

Galanti. 

 

Born in 1930 in Rome, Maria's father was 

a devout Fascist who moved throughout 

Italy helping espouse the Fascist doctrine.  

When Italy entered the war, her brother, 

Vittorio, was called into service  and met 

a terrible fate in the frozen land of Russia 

in the battle of Stalingrad.  Meanwhile, as 

a daughter of a high ranking Fascist, 

Maria was sent to a privileged school to 

be indoctrinated and was one of a small 

group of youth selected to present flowers 

to Il Duce himself! 

 

Tragedy hit home for Maria in 1942-43 as 

the war was starting to go badly for Italy 

and Germany.  Maria's school was closed 

and she and her family were deported to 

Frankfurt, Germany with nothing but the 

clothes they wore.  Maria was 13.  While 

in Frankfurt, she withstood day and night 

bombing by the Allies and to this day is 

haunted by the destruction and death she 

witnessed.  Still, her Fascist father 

remained dedicated to his ideals and 

believed they would prevail. 

 

Her small family escaped one night and 

made their way to Austria where they 

were harbored by a friendly family and 

ate a real meal for the first time in many 

months until finally the Americans 

liberated the town and restored peace.  

Maria was 15. 

 

It was during this respite that Maria 

became acquainted with American GI's 

and started to frequent Red Cross events 

 

 

and dances.  It was at one of the dances 

that she met a skinny trumpet player from 

Lancaster and to her father's chagrin, 

started dating.  When the GI got shipped 

back to America, he sent for Maria and to 

the outright anger of her Fascist father, 

she accepted and departed for this place 

called Lancaster.  Maria was 17. 

 

She travelled on a military ship carrying 

mostly war brides and as the ship neared 

New York she was amazed at the close-up 

view of the Statue of Liberty but felt 

mixed emotions at some of the decayed 

sections of New York visible from the 

deck.  Finally, the ship docked and true to 

his word, her GI was there waiting for her 

and brought her to Lancaster and to his 

family who were anxious to meet this 

Italian girl who stole their son's heart. 

 

Language was definitely a barrier but 

nevertheless on May 4, 1947 Maria 

married her GI  and the couple 

honeymooned in Atlantic City where it 

rained most of the time.  After their 

honeymoon, Maria became homesick for 

Italy but managed to learn English and 

made friends.  Her father, still a stubborn 

Fascist, would not write her but her 

mother did manage to sneak some letters. 
 

 

 
                  Maria at work in her shop 

 

 

(continued on page 2) 
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Bravo: 

Matt Maisano completed a 2 week 

intensive training in satellite 

communications with the U.S. Air 

Force at Robbins AFB, Georgia 

 

Eric Di Ilio graduated from Lewis 

and Clark College in Portland, 

Oregon in June and received a 

Master of Arts Degree in 

Counseling Psychology. He is the 

grandson of Clara Di Ilio.  

  

Claire Di Ilio graduated from the 

University of Pittsburgh with a 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in 

Anthropology.  She is the 

granddaughter of Clara Di Ilio . 

  

Brandon Roda graduated from 

Widener University in May with a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Nursing. He is the son of Craig 

and Dianne Roda. 

  

Susan Delgiorno-Ream received 

her Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Business Administration from 

Elizabethtown College in May.  

She has been appointed as Director 

of Imaging Services at The Heart of 

Lancaster Regional Medical Center 

in Lititz, PA. Her parents are Dan 

and Sally Delgiorno. 

 

 Our Condolences to: 

 Michael Mastromatteo on the 

passing of his sister-in-law, Jennie 

Lombardo. 

  

Vincent and Rebecca Lattanzio 

on the passing of her mother, 

Caroline R. Harnish. 

  

Robert and Mary Ann Spohn and 

Michael and Rosa Mastromatteo 

on the passing of their nephew, Joel 

Pugliese. 

  

Nella Seward on the passing of her 

husband, F. Austen Seward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations: 

 Judith Mongilutz  on winning 2 

tickets to the opera at the world 

famous Met in New York.  The 

society provided the tickets in concert 

with the Rosa Rosa  Opera and a 

Dinner series.  Rosa Rosa is providing 

the accommodations to Judith while in 

New York. 

 

Jason and Alicia Jay on the birth of a 

son, Daniel Thomas, on May 4. His 

grandparents are Tom and Carol 

Fanelli. 

 

Robert and Mary Pegoretti 

celebrated their 60th Wedding 

Anniversary in June. 
  

 

 Get Well Wishes to: 

Joe Ricupero 

Jacqueline Zangari 

Valerie Boffa 

  

 

 Thinking of You:  

 Nicholas Celia 
 

 

Benvenuto to: 

New Members of the Society: 

Peggy Brown 

Mark & Stephanie Carbonetta 

Edward & Stephanie Murphy 

Kristofer & Anne Roe 

Michael & Janette Sebergandio 

 

 

 

 

In attendance were:  Jennie DiCola, 

Vice-President of the Lancaster Italian 

Cultural Society and her husband 

Quirino, Mike Mastromatteo, Charlie 

Member Spotlight:  Maria Galanti 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Eventually,  Maria ventured to downtown 

Lancaster and eventually found a job at 

Watt and Shand Department Store until 

she was able to get a job at Hamilton 

Watch where her husband worked.  Maria 

was 18. 

 

In 1951, a bit unhappy and missing Italy, 

Maria discovered she was pregnant and in 

March delivered a beautiful baby girl and 

23 months later had a second baby girl. 

 

Maria and her growing family travelled to 

Florence, Italy in 1953 to visit her parents 

who now lived there.  While there she 

met a friend of her mother who owned a 

beauty salon and decided this was her 

future.  Once back in Lancaster, Maria 

entered a beauty academy and became a 

beautician working first at "Three Steps to 

Beauty" and in 1958 opened her own 

shop, "The Continental".  One year later, 

she moved to West Orange Street. and 

finally to Chestnut Street and called her 

shop, "The Florentine." 

 

Although her marriage dissolved,  she 

was able to raise her two daughters and is 

now the proud grandmother of four grown 

grandchildren. 

     

Fast forward to 2010 and we find Maria 

celebrating over 50 years as a hairstylist.   

Her current shop is in her home at  North 

Mulberry Street. 

 

Maria is an active member in the 

Lancaster Italian Cultural Society and her 

smiling face and cheerful personality is 

present at our meetings and social events.  

Although she still misses Italy very much, 

she intends to continue doing hair as long 

as she can and we are pleased she is an 

important part of our Lancaster Italian-

American community. 

 

       

MEMBER S CORNER 

 

 
 

Members should contact Ann 

Marie Petrone (393-8271) 

with any News, Condolence, 

Get Well, Thinking of You, 

and Congratulation items 
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MULTI -CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
By:  James  J. Lombardo 

   
Europeans are a diverse and 

interesting group of people and 

cultures.  On Sunday, June 13th, 

three groups of European 

descendents gathered to share an 

afternoon of food, culture, 

entertainment and fun. 

 

Hosted by the Lancaster 

Liederkranz, the German, Italian 

and Irish members of their 

respective social clubs enjoyed each 

other's company and cultures during 

the 5 hour event.  Approximately 

150 members of the Lancaster 

Italian Cultural Society joined with 

about 100 members of the Lancaster 

Irish Cultural Society and about 150 

members of the Lancaster 

Liederkranz and sampled each 

other's food specialties and 

entertainment.  None of the 

approximate 400 were disappointed. 

 

Food items included:  Irish stew and 

Irish potato soup, Italian ziti, 

sausage and peppers and a lot of 

bruschetta.  The German 

contribution consisted of sauerkraut, 

bratwurst, pulled pork and potato 

salad.  An assortment of beer helped 

keep the temperature down on a hot 

day and included Italian Peroni, 

German Spaten and Irish Harp 

brands.  Italian wines were also 

available for sampling and 

purchasing as was iced cappuccino 

and espresso coffee. 

 

Entertainment was provided by Irish 

musicians and dancers, German 

chorus and dancers and our own 

Italian dance group. 

 

The members only event was the 

first multi-cultural festival of its 

kind and from the reception it 

received, it won't be the last. 

  

 

 
German, Italian and Irish Club 

Presidents welcome guests 

 

 
German Dancers 

  

 
Our new dance group performs 

 

 
Irish dancers 

Lancaster Italian Cultural 

Society Officers 

 
President - Jennie DiCola 

Phone: 393-4595 

jed96@verizon.net 
 

Vice President ï James J. 

Lombardo 

Phone:  560-0729 

jjl521@msn.com 

 

Treasurer ï Tom Naples 

Phone:  464-5364 

tn48plym@aol.com 
 

Secretary ï Rosemary LaFata 

Phone: 569-5200 

rlafata@dejazzd.com 

 

  
 

Newsletter Committee: 

 

James J. Lombardo, Editor 

Ann Marie Petrone 

  
 

Board Members: 

 

Bob Barbush 

Anita Bomberger 

Charlie Criniti 

Betty Gallo 

Jim V. Lombardo 

Gina Maisano 

Valerie Miller 

Joe Ricupero 

Nella Seward 

John Villella 

 

Webmaster:   Marilu Sieber 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jlongeresq@aol.com
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ANNOUCEMENTS  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A beginner Italian Conversational Course 

will start Thursday, September 9
th
, 2010. 

Time:  6:30pm to 8:30pm (8 week program) 

Place:  Grandview United Methodist Church 

 888 Pleasure Road, Lancaster, PA  

Cost:  $175 per person 

Contact: Ken Pandozzi at (717) 687-7147 

All materials except notebook and folder included. 

SOCIETY AWARDS 2010 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

The Lancaster Italian Cultural Society awarded two 

scholarships of $2,000 each to Jesse Spadino of  Garden Spot 

High School and Laura Zeidler of Hempfield High School.  

The awards were presented at the Societyôs meeting held on 

May 16, 2010. 

 

Judges for this yearôs program were:  Dr. Cindy Burkhart, 

Executive Director of Lancaster-Lebanon IU 13; Dr. Enrica 

Gerhart, Principal of Akron Elementary School and Dr. G. 

Terry Madonna, Director of the Center for Politics and 

professor at Franklin and Marshall College. 

 

Both students attended the meeting and read their winning 

essays to the 60 plus members present.  The scholarship 

program is an annual event which the Society is proud to 

sponsor.   

 

Gina Maisano was the chair of this yearôs scholarship 

program. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
   

LICS UPCOMING EVENTS : 

 

Sunday, August 22nd   Saint Gabriel Festival, Little Italy in Baltimore, Maryland 

 

Sunday, September 12th   LICS Annual Picnic at the Liederkranz 

 

Sunday, October 10th   Vendemmia Trip to Wilmington, Delaware 

 

Saturday, October 16th   3rd Annual Spaghetti Dinner Scholarship Fundraiser at St. John Neumann Church 

 

Sunday, November 14th   General Meeting at Liederkranz-Program: Italian Immigration into Central PA 

 

Sunday, December 12th   LICS Annual Christmas Party at the Eden Resort 

                    A Special Thank You To:  

 

Maria DôIsabella, who has been our newsletter 

editor for the past 2 ½ years. 

She has done a fantastic job and we will miss her. 

But, as with most young people, her life is very busy 

with school and her dedication to family and 

friends. God Bless. 

 

 Jim J. Lombardo has volunteered to become the 

editor of the newsletter. If you want to submit 

anything for the newsletter, please send your 

information to Jim J at: jjl521@msn.com . 

     

Jennie E. DiCola 

 

Change of address,  phone number or e-mail?   
 

Let us know so that we can keep in touch.  

Contact:  Anita Bomberger (569-2724). 

 

Please send articles to :  Jim 

Lombardo at: jjl521@msn.com 

 

Deadline is:  Oct. 15, 2010 

mailto:jjl521@msn.com
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The Italian Flag 

 
 

If you notice at Society meetings,  two flags are displayed:  

the United States and the Republic of Italy.  We know the 

history of our US flag, but here is a brief history of the Italian 

flag. 

 

The three colors represent the three cardinal virtues: Hope 

(green) Faith (white) and Charity (red) as taken from Dante's 

Divine Comedy.  The flag is also called il Tricolore and was 

inspired by the flag of the French Revolution as were many 

European flags. 

 

In 1796, Napoleon authorized its official use in Northern Italy 

and in 1797 it was officially adopted as the flag of Bologna, 

Ferrara, Modena and Reggio-Emilia.  Prior to Italian 

unification, it was adopted by many other city-states.  When 

unification came in 1860, the royal House of Savoy coat of 

arms was added to the flag, but in 1946, it was removed when 

Italy became a republic. 

 

The national flag of Italy must be honored at all public events 

where it occupies the place of honor above all other local 

banners or standards.  Offense to the national flag could bring 

up to three years in prison. 
 
 

 

CALABRIA  
  

Calabria was first settled by Oscan speaking tribes, two of 

which included the Oenorti ("vine cultivators") and Itali 

(eventually the entire Italian peninsula took the name of this 

tribe). The Greeks settled there at an early date and were 

responsible for many of the city names which exist today. The 

Greeks were conquered in 3 BC and since then, Calabria was 

ruled by many countries including the Normans, French, 

Spanish, Turks and Austrians until 1861 when Garibaldi 

brought the unification of Italy.  The Aspromonte in Calabria 

was the scene of a famous battle for unification and in which 

Garibaldi himself was wounded. 

Until the 20th Century, Calabria and all Southern Italy were 

among the poorest regions of Europe .  Many Calabrians 

moved north and out of Italy altogether to America, 

Argentina, Brazil and Canada.  However since 1970, the 

region began to improve and today is a center for agriculture, 

tourism and a growing commercial base and home to over 2 

million people living in an area of 5,822 square miles. 

 

Surrounded by water, Calabria is predominantly a 

mountainous region with three mountain ranges dominating 

the landscape: Pollino (which holds the largest national park 

in Italy), La Sila and Aspromonte. The Tyrrhenian Coast is a 

humid area while the Ionian Coast tends toward the dry side. 

The sea around Calabria is crystal-blue and the poet Gabriele 

D'Annunzio called the coast facing Sicily "...the most 

beautiful kilometer in Italy" (il piu bel chilometro d'Italia). 

 

The food is typical southern Italian Mediterranean with a 

balance of meat-based dishes, vegetables and fish.  Some of 

the typical foods include: fried honey-sweet pastries, 

Caciocavalo Cheese, Cipolla rossa di Tropea (red onion), 

Frittuli and Curcuci (fried pork) and Pecorino cheese. 

Calabria is not well known for its wines but its vineyards can 

trace their origins back to Greek times.  The best known 

wines are Ciro from Crotone and Donici from Cosenza.  

Today many producers are resurrecting local and ancient 

grape varieties dating back 300 years so look for good wines 

to come from the region. Olives are the main crop of Calabria 

which boasts some of the best olive oil production in the 

world. 

 

Calabria is predominantly Roman Catholic but there are still 

some Byzantine Orthodox in the Greek and Albanian 

communities.  St. Francesco is the patron Saint of Calabria 

while most of the small villages have their own patrons.  St. 

Padre Pio also came from Calabria. 

 

A couple of sites worth visiting: Soverato-known for beaches 

and nightlife, Squillacde-a seaside resort and archaeological 

site, Nicotera-a medieval town and Scilla-the site of Homer's  

tales.    
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Please support all of our 

sponsors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

8th Ward Beneficial Assoc. 
 

Unique Advertising Opportunity 

For those businesses wishing to reach the Italian and Italian-American 

communities, the Lancaster Italian Cultural Society offers a unique 

advertising opportunity. The Society publishes its newsletter, 

�/�¶�2�V�V�H�U�Y�D�W�R�U�H���/�D�Q�F�D�V�W�U�L�D�Q�R��four times each year.   
  
Over five hundred Society members read articles about Italian culture, 

events and other news of the Italian community.  Ads the size of a 

business card are $25.00/insertion and the Society requests a two 

insertion minimum.  For further information on this affordable way to 

reach this lucrative market, contact Betty Gallo (394-8866). 
 

 


